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Housing Authority area.
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Congo Ebola cases top

1,000; toll reaches

CONFIRMED CASES in the
Ebolacutbreak in eastern Congo
have reached 1,003, including
234 deaths. officials said, astrac-
ing those who had been in con-
tact with patients remains a
major challenge.

A total of 100 people have re-
covered in the outbreak concen-
trated in the Ituri province since
it was declared on May 15,
Congo’s Ministry of Health said
Sunday. Atleast 365 patients are
in hospitalsorinisolation, it said

The Ebola outbreak caused
by the rare Bundibugyo virus,
which has no vaccines or treat-
ment, was the worst ever in its
first month. Officials admit
there could be far more cases
theystilldon't knowabout and
that the peak of the outbreakis
still ahead.

Contact tracing remains a
key issue for local authorities,
who have only achieved a 55%
coverage rate, the ministry said.

*Ifvou want to control an out-
break, especially Ebola outbreak,

you must know the index case.
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A health worker in PPE disinfects
an area at a displaced persons
camp in DR Congo on Monday. 2

We don't have confidence on
when this outbreak started,” the
Africa Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention Director-
General Dr. Jean Kaseyasaid.
Arthe Kigonze displacement
camp in Bunia, the capital of
Ituri province, camp officials
said Friday that 10 people had
died last week in unusual cir-
cumstances, raising the fearofa
passibleoutbreakin the camp of
over 20,000 displaced people.
There had been no Ebola
case confirmed at the site, camp
officials said, but added that the
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Single test to detect 3 mosquito-borne diseases

Lq-n.”lm:l"m]’lrl

Hl'h'l' BELHE The Matsonal [nsii-
| rute of Virclogy NIV has devel-
el am Incige nous st ikt can
simmulaneously detect denguie,
chikunguey, and Zika, peopls
| Famblinr with the matioer u,:ﬁ
adding thas the development
nelp address the challenge that
chnicians and epidembclogisg
Face im testing for these.

The three virases end o
co~circubae in rroplesl r'EgI-I:In.l
| #nd are all mosquito-bome, and

rhe est i expectsd (o make the
correct disgnosis fster and ina

O~ e TRAneT, malking i
' | o useful tood not just Tor dis=ase

| management ot al ¢ plchemic

izl surveillamce,

b saame, 1 Chre b sip-
T | arale tests that are largely in use

L]
08 @

in Imdia, ol oo ndigenous sin-
gle nest 1o detect all thaee sémul
taneously,

The i

Je-Tube Multiplex
Fheal-Timee i

AT-ECR [or Tetection
of Dhe . Chifunganya, and
Zim ¥ n:.h]'mi I:IHE:IEI.'::
L] iy Alngarasa B at 1
lﬁduﬁmunchgl for Medical
Resparch's Matonal Instinte of
Virolegy in Pune. The data has
recereed the in-Pase validaton
mdmdaﬁhﬂdhchul'ﬂum
filing has been applied ,
Thi caficn featares of e
technoingy include raphd early
dizgneals that defferentintes
I reeeqy wirus {DENY)

FCHIEY)
mdﬂt:mlmm—lniu:um:md

detecting and quanfil¥in
Ferur fypess of seroiypes uﬂ:ualw'-‘
apd CHIEY,

All three diseases spresd

prolecting pubiic satefy

H T

THE ‘SINGLE-TUBE
MULTIPLEX REAL-
TIME RT-PCR FOR
DETECTION OF
DENGLE,
CHIKUNGUNYA,
AND ZIKA VIRUSES,
HAS BEEN MADE BY
DR ALAGARASU K

thraugh the bite of Aedes mos-
quito and are & major public
Leeailth concesn bn Tlengue
amd Chikurgurga partioolarty
are erd Emie i sosl of e
COUnETY, Lk was detectid in
16 tn India and since then
cases have been reported from
eipht stabes.

Depgue, chikunganya, and

IR RS ALl b B b

Fiica show largely simblar sym
voms Ehat wend 1o make it di
eult to get the exadt duinnsls
pspecially during cuthreaks.
Accariding tothe people clied
in the Grst instance, the high
poinis of the test is that i oflers
better sensitiviny and specificiy
as comipared with comeentional
AT-PCH — in-banase validation
demanstrated stromg performe
mnce, with S6.1% sensitiioy for
dergue, 57 2% for chikungmss,
and W specificisy actoss all
three targeted viruses. shey

sdded.” & differential
nogsof the T '\'mmsﬂu'llj
therefore hu considerabie help

im disense maragement Mok
lar vedls are the most specific,
sEnsinve diagnoste moks for
FIEY, DERY and CHIKV in earfy
phases of acute infections, Sera-
leggic tests pre available bt the

anainoedies um I: detaped
campared vo the rbecfion.
Muoreover their mﬂﬂm
may be compromn CTuSE-

ity i b previous arhovi-
ral infections ardlor vaceing-
thomns” said researchers ina 2018
paper — Detection of Zika, den-
gue and chibungunys viruses
using single-reactbon muktiplex
real-time BT-PCR — that il
anout the benefits of a single test
far all thres.

Arccording to the people cited
atoive, the NIV-developed test
heas teen licensed to Vanguard
Life Sciences, “T's a landmak
mameni for us at Yanguard
Dagnostics to have been
sebected by the ICME For the
transfer of wechnology toscale it
up ard make it gserriendiy 2"
sl Weena Kohli, CED,
Cangmostics,
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proach, sironger penalties for violators, and the
political will to act declsively against them.

Stay with the evi

r monitoring of sale of banned
drugs is essential

he character of sclence leans to open-
ness: to new evidence and emerging
facts. Its ability to be agile to pivot and
shift 1o newer guidelines is therefore absolutely
crucial. The Health Ministry's recent ban on 16
Fixed Dose Combination (FDC) drugs comes on
the evidence that these drug combinations lack
therapeutic justification, are ‘deemed irrational
or unsafe’ and might pose risks to patients. The
drugs include dermatological drugs, analgesics
and antispasmodies, and antiblotic-based formu-
lations. An FDC is a drug containing two or more
active pharmacological ingredients, combined in
a fied ratio in 2 single desage. These were meant
t0 improve treatment compliance in chronic con-
diions {such as Tuberculosis) by reducing the pill
burden and, sometimes, by improved therapeut-
ic effectiveness. However, irrational combina-
tions, besides being Ineffective, can also be coun-
ter-productive and harmful. As per the latest
order, all State Drug Controllers, regulatory auth-
orities, and enforcement agencies are to ensure
strict implementation and compliance with the
recent notification. Instructions must also be sent
to manufacturers, importers, distributors, and
even individual pharmacles, to stop stocking and
selling the banned FDCs,

This i5 not the first time that the Health Minis-
try I cracking down on FDCs, A detailed scientil-
ic review is undertaken before these decislons to
ban FIXCs are taken, In March 2006, the govern-
ment banned a whopping number of over 330
FDC drugs, on the grownd that they were irration-
al, with immediate effect. While FDCs offer the
advantage of a reduction in the number of pills,
of certain benefit to certain categories of pa-
tients, there are some Innate lssues as well; pa-
tients might need different tirations of doses, im-
possible with FDCs; patlents might develop
allergies, but it will not be chear what particular
pharmaceutical Ingredient they are reacting to. It
Is also clear that all patients may not actually
need all the drugs in the combination, exposing
them 1o unnecessary side effects. A further po-
tentinl harm exists with FDC of antiblotics: In
HH6, 195 of the 330 FICs banned were amibior-
les; There |s enough evidence w show thin Irra-
Honal aptibiofic FOU drug usoge Jeads to or exa-
cerbates the growdng antlmleroblal reslstance
probbem in the counry, While the governmaenst
has raken a posithve step with banning these
FDCy, its work has just begun. In nany nskances
i e st stocks of Banned drogs were sUll e
lmg sl In phurmacles, becanse the message haid
nol percokated down. While staying solidly on the
shde of evidence-basecd medicine, the govern-
ment must also activale s mondiorkng amd HLIpaeT
vislon arm In order o ensure e e bopeliy
from the ban reach the last mibe,
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Strict enforcement of safety norms is
tbsent in many indusirial units

amil Nadu has witnessed ks deadliess in-
Tdmﬁdmmmwﬂm@.uﬂm

has 5o far claimed the Fves of elght mi-
grant women workers 3t a private seafood pro-
cessing unit in Tinnvallur district. Some of the 65
hospitalised workers are in intensive care on oxy-
gen slppart, Since the 19808, the State has bat-
tled amsmania leaks In factories every few years,
mastly |n and around Chennai, Other than in
Theathukudi in 2024, where onpe worker died,
such accidents have at worst led 1o the hospitall-
sation of lange mumbers of people with eye irrita-
tion and breaching difficulties, There were no ca-
sualties even when s estirmated 67638 tonnes of
ammonia beaked lrom the wnderses plpeline of a
private compary in Ennore during Cyclone ME
chiumg in 2023, The scale of the rragedy a1 5. Pe-
fer & |:'H.Ll.| EHM E:I'.Iﬂ:lrﬁ- Hr L‘dlp 11.I.1.Iﬂ.|]|-IT.-
indicates that the cobourless pungent gas may
have acoumudated in the agmnsphene 3t GBal cons
centrations. The beak oocurred when workers
were resting in factory accommadation, on Sun-
day. Had the incident occwrred on a working day,
the number of people expoaed 1o the keak from
the aznmaonia pipeline to the ice-flake machinery
ol bave been sigrdficantly higher.

While 2 committee comprising the Director of
Indbustrial Safery and Health (DISH), the Member
Secredary of the TH Poflution Control Board, and
the Addidional Dérector of Public Health & con-
ducting an inquiry, dishirblag facts have
emerged. The factory reportedly failed to rectify
serious deficlencies, pointed out during an ear-
lier DISH inspection, including the absence of a
suitable alarm system and fire hydrant, It had al-
0 not obtained a revised plan approval for in-
stalling an ice-flaking machine. That maner is sub
Judice. Investigations will reveal whether these
shortcomings had any bearing in this tragedy,
What is clear, however, & that hkad the recom-
mendations made by DISH in the Ennore case
h:«equnn'emﬂyuﬁmmdmfmlesmingam
monia, the scale of the current magedy could
have: been contained. DISH had recommended
the provision of adequate ammonia sensors in
the plant and surrounding areas for early warn-
ing, along with water-curtain systems linked 1o
mﬂﬂﬂmmmmmhrm-
maonla fesd pumps to reduce the impact of leaks.

The govemmient has oo decided ta form & com-
miktimn 0 mapaect all S0600 haxardous Inadassrles.
Blepssary

e, nunesrouas chedhs sl TellmirCds owkal

usder the Tami Nadu Control of Industrial Major
Accident Hazards Rules, 1994. What is required is
strict enforcement through a coordinated ap-
proach, stronger penaltles for violators, and the

palitical will to &ct declslvely againss them.
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iael MamorsTs ns. By 2104,
i U profects har there will be
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maned population of 52 millEon in
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should change
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